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Libensky zdmek



Libensky zamek

Vsrdci Libné¢, v pésténém parku na pokraji rozlehlych sadi, stoji
plvabny rokokovy zimek. Na misté dnesniho zdmku ¢p. 1 stivala
kdysi gotick4 tvrz. Byla uprostied osady poprvé pfipominané v roce
1363 jako majetek bohaté staroméstské rodiny Rotlevii. Roku 1595
zakoupila zdejsi panstvi od Jiftho Bryknara a jeho bratra Albrechta
Eliska Hoffmanov4 z Donina a to za 52 tisic miSetiskych kop. Na jeho
misté dala postavit mensi renesanéni zdmek.

Liberisky z4dmek se stal zahy dé&jistém uddlosti, kterd vstoupila do
ucebnic dé&jepisu: 25. Cervna 1608 zde byl uzavien tzv. Libeiisky
mir mezi cisafem Rudolfem II. a jeho bratrem Matydsem. Tehdy
se Maty4Sovo vojsko chystalo na vpad do Prahy, ale cesti stavové
svym rozhodnym vystoupenim trtin Rudolfovi uchrénili, i kdyZ ne
na dlouho. Panovnik oviem musel udélat rozsahlé ustupky, vzdal
se vlady nad Uhrami, Moravou a rakouskymi zemémi v Maty4siv
prospéch.

Zimek, ktery kratce vlastnil i Albrecht z Valdstejna, byl za dob
tiicetileté valky nékolikrit poni¢en. V pohnutych pobélohorskych
dobich zménila Libeti nékolikrdt majitele, aZ se roku 1651 ocitla
v drZeni Nostict, ktet{ ¢dste¢né rozsifili a barokné prestavéli zdmecké
objekty. Uz v Cervnu 1662 ale prodali panstvi Starému Meéstu
prazskému. Niésledujicich 220 let slouzil liberisky z4dmek jako letni
sidlo prazskych primdtori.

Pii pruském vpadu do Cechna jate 1757 byl zamek spolu s celou ves-
nici a $irokym okolim zna¢né ponicen. Tehdejsi purkmistr Starého
Meésta prazského Viclav Fridrich z Friedenbergu se rozhodl vyuzit
nutnych oprav zdmku k jeho celkové piestavbé v rokokovém stylu.
Pro svilj zdmér ziskal finan¢ni podporu samotné cisafovny Marie
Terezie, které nabidl zamek jako obcasnou rezidenci pii jejich cestich
do Prahy a na inspekci stavby terezinské pevnosti. Dne$ni podobu

ziskal libefisky zdmek pfi prestavbé, kterou projektoval a v letech
1769-70 uskutecnil prazsky architekt Jan Josef Prachner. Dosavadni




zdmecka budova byla rozsifena o honosné vychodni kiidlo s véZickou
a hodinami a o kapli Neposkvrnéného Poceti Panny Marie. Ta byla
slavnostné vysvécena 2. prosince 1770 a o rok pozdéji byla prohlasena
za vefejnou, protoZe aZ do roku 1905 nahrazovala v Libni katolicky
kostel.

Po skonéeni stavebnich praci roku 1770 opravdu libetisky zdmek
navstivila cisafovna Marie Terezie a v letech 1771-73 zde nékolikrat
pobyvala. V dobé vojenskych manévrii roku 1786 se tu ubytoval
cisat Josef II. a na ptelomu let 1803-1804 pii stejné piileZitosti i cisaf
Frantifek I. V srpnu 1791 zde pred svou korunovaci na ceského
krale ptespal cisai Leopold IL; pravé odtud vysel 31. srpna 1791
i jeho velkolepy korunovaéni privod, barvité popsany v Jirdskové
LE L. Vékovi'. Zimecké komnaty ale pamatuji i morovy $pitél, nary-
chlo zde ziizeny za velké epidemie roku 1772, i vojensky lazaret
v dobé¢ prusko-rakouské valky roku 1866.

V roce 1880 piestal byt zdmek letnim sidlem prazskych primétoru
a o tfi roky pozdéji do jeho zadni ¢4sti umistila prazskd obec vycho-
vatelnu pro mravné naruSenou mlddez. Vychodni kiidlo zamku
piitom slouzilo k reprezentaénim telim libetiské obce a 12. z4f{
1901 zde bylo slavnostné vyhldseno piipojeni Libné ku Praze. Na
pocitku minulého stoleti se libetisky zdmek dockal dal$ich staveb-
nich tprav, které providél stavitel Bartonék. Postupné se upravovala
také zelei pred hlavnim zdmeckym pricelim, kterd dodnes oddéluje
zdmek od ru$né komunikace. Dustojné tpravy se dockal i zdmecky
park. Zsluhu na tom mél zahradni architeke FrantiSek Thomayer,
keery ztidil mimo jiné i park na Karlové ndmésti. K jeho pocté byl
v roce 1957 pojmenovin tento byvaly zimecky park Thomayerovy
sady. V pozdéjsich letech se v zdmku usidlil magistrat, roku 1945
Obvodni nirodni vybor a roku 1990 Obvodni afad Prahy 8, nyni
Utad Méstské &sti Praha 8.

Libetisky zdmek je pozoruhodnou pamitkou rokokového slohu.
Zatimco jeho vnéjsi architektura nedoznala od roku 1770 podstat-
nych zmén, z interiért se zachovalo jen mélo. Zvlastni pozornost si
zaslouzi ptedev$im slavnostni sal v prvnim patfe vychodniho kiidla,
keery patii od zacitku 60. let minulého stoleti k nejvyhleddvanéjsim
svatebnim sinim v Praze. Interiér dopliiuji pozdné empirové kachlovd
kamna, piivodni nabytek se nezachoval. Nespornou umélecko-histo-
rickou cenu mé téZ vnitfek zamecké kaple. Veskerou malitskou vy-
zdobu vytvotil predni ¢esky malif 18. stoleti Ignic Raab. Samotny
oltéi je dilem sochate a fezbate Richarda Jittho Prachnera, otce projek-
tanta prestavby zamku. Boéni oltaf a kazatelnu vytvotil staroméstsky
fezbii A. Krimm a truhlafsky mistr Jakub Emplert.

Rokokové jsou i lavice, zpovédnice a kititelnice, jen ptivodni varhany
byly roku 1884 vyménény. Kaple, slouzici v 50.-80. letech minulého
stolet jako depozitif prazského méstského muzea, byla v 80. letech
renovovina a 29. ¢ervna 1993 slavnostné pozehndna a zpiistupnéna
vefejnosti.

Od zacatku 90. let dvacitého stoleti se v prostorach zdmku pravidelné
konaji jarni a podzimni koncertni cykly a od roku 1995 také hudebni
festival Libeniské jaro mladych, probihajici soubézné s festivalem



Prazské jaro. V poslednich letech je libetisky zdmek pfistupny také
diky reprezentativnim vystavim, které v jeho prvnim patte porddd
odbor kultury. Za zminku stoji naptiklad vystavy ,Atentit na
Reinharda Heydricha’ ,Od Vltavy k Piavé” nebo ,2. svétova vélka
v ulicich Prahy 8"

Liben1 Mansion House

T;le charming Rococo mansion is situated in the heart of Liber,
on a well-groomed green at the edge of an extensive park. Once,
a Gothic castle was located where the mansion (House No. 1) now
stands. The castle was located in the middle of a settlement, men-
tioned for the first time as a property of the wealthy Rotlev family
of the Old Town in 1363. Eliska Hoffmanov4 of Donin bought the
estate for 52,000 threescore Meissen groschen from Jiff Bryknar and
his brother Albrecht in 1595. She built a small Renaissance mansion
on the site.

Soon, the Libefi mansion became the venue of an event that entered
history textbooks: this is where Emperor Rudolf II concluded the
Peace of Liben with his brother Matthias on 25 June 1608. At that
time Matthiass forces were preparing for an incursion in Prague
but a resolute action of the Czech nobility secured the throne for
Rudolph, although not for a long time. Naturally, the Emperor had
to make extensive concessions. He was forced to surrender rule over
Hungary, Moravia and Austria to Matthias.

‘The mansion, which was even owned briefly by Albrecht of Wallen-
stein, was damaged several times during the Thirty Years’ War. The
owners of Liben changed several times during the turbulent times
after the Battle of White Mountain and in 1651 the estate finally
came into the hands of the Nostitz family, who enlarged and partly
restructured the premises in the Baroque style. In 1662, however they
sold the estate to the Prague Old Town. For the following 220 years,
the Libei mansion was used as a summer house by Prague mayors.
The mansion, together with the village and its broad environs were
considerably damaged during the Prussian incursion in the spring of
1757. The then burgomaster of the Prague Old Town, Viclav Fridrich
of Friedenberg, decided to utilize the necessary repairs of the mansion
for thorough renovation in the Rococo style. He won financial sup-
port from Empress Maria Theresa herself for his project, offering her
the mansion as a temporary residence during her journeys to Prague
and visitations to the Terezin Fortress construction site. The Libefi
Mansion House received its current form during redevelopment de-
signed and carried out by the Prague architect Jan Josef Prachner in
1769 — 1770. The existing building was enlarged by a splendid east-
ern wing with a small turret and a clock and by the Chapel of Saint
Mary of the Immaculate Conception. The chapel was consecrated on
2 December 1770 and one year later it was declared public as it was



used in place of a Catholic church in Libes until 1905.

Empress Maria Theresa did indeed visit the Libefi mansion after the
construction works finished in 1770 and stayed there several times
during 1771-1773. Emperor Joseph II stayed at the mansion during
the 1786 field exercises and Emperor Franz I stayed there on a similar
occasion at the end of 1803 and the beginning of 1804. Emperor
Leopold II stayed there overnight before his coronation as Czech
king in August 1791; this was where his magnificent coronation
procession started on 31 August 1791, an event so vividly described
in Jirdsek’s novel E L. Vék. But the mansion chambers also remem-
ber a plague hospital hastily established during a major epidemic in
1772 as well as a military hospital during the Austro-Prussian War
of 1866.

The Libert Mansion House is a remarkable historic Rococo style
building. While its outer architecture has not undergone substantial
changes since 1770, its original interiors have been preserved only in
part. Special attention should be paid first of all to the festive hall on
the first floor of the eastern wing, which has been one of the most
popular wedding halls in Prague since the 1960s. The interior is sup-

plemented with a Late Empire style tiled stove; the original furni-




ture has not survived. The interior of the mansion’s chapel also has
indisputable value. All the decorative paintings were created by the
outstanding 18th-century Czech painter Ignic Raab. The altar itself
is a work of Richard Jif{ Prachner, a sculptor and a carver, father of
the mansion’s redevelopment designer. The side altar and the pul-
pit were created by the Old Town carver A. Krimm and the master
joiner Jakub Emplert.

Since the beginning of the 1990s, the Libeft Mansion House premises
have regularly hosted spring and autumn concert series; since 1995,

it has also been the venue of the Libei Youth Spring music festival.
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