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Libeskd synagoga



Libenskd synagoga

Libeﬁské zidovskd ¢tvrt byla po staroméstském Josefové druhym
nejvyznamnéj§im Zidovskym sidlem na tzemi dnesniho hlavniho
mésta Prahy. Rozkladala se v prostoru dnesnich ulic Voctéiovy,
Kozeluzské, Vojenovy a jiz zaniklych ulic Jirchdfské a Kozni. Dnes
neni mozné presné urdit, kdy se zde Zidé zacali usazovat, ale prav-
dépodobné se tak stalo v prvni poloviné $estnictého stoleti, v dii-
sledku vypovézeni Zidt z krélovskych mést v letech 1541 a 1557.
Stard synagoga z r. 1592, kterd stdla v samém centru libenské

zidovské osady v Kozeluzské ulici, byla po dvou stoletich uzivani

roku 1770 ptestavéna. Casté povodné, které Libeti odjakzZiva suzo-
valy, viak zpisobily, Ze synagoga postupné piestala vyhovovat,
jelikoz spadala do zdplavami nejvice postihované oblasti a zejména
v disledku kruté povodné v roce 1845 se zacalo uvaZovat o jeji
demolici. Zékladni kdmen ke stavbé nové budovy byl poloZen
23. listopadu 1846 za ptitomnosti arcivévody Stépéma a nova
synagoga byla slavnostné vysvécena o dvanict let pozdéji.
Trojlodni stavba s obdélnikovym piidorysem doklida dobu
svého vzniku, obdobi raného romantického historismu. Jako archi-
tektonicky styl byl pro stavbu vybran oblibeny novoromansky sloh
s maurskymi prvky. Monolitni blok patrové budovy je nad obdél-
nikovym plidorysem zavren nizkou sedlovou stfechou. Pavodni
fasdda méla vyraznou $tukovou vyzdobu s oblou¢kovym dekorem
lemujicim korunni fimsu i oba §tity. V zdpadnim priiceli je trojdilny
vysoky vstup s trojici plechem pobijenych vrat, nad nim umisténé
velké pulkruhové zaklenuté okno mélo bohaté Stukové lemovini
s tradi¢nim motivem desatera a Davidovy hvézdy na vrcholu.



Jednoduchd vychodni fasida méd dodnes zachované kruhové okno,
¢lenéné stukovou Sesticipou hvézdou s vyplnémi z barevného skla.
Ke zjednoduseni fasddy doslo ve tficitych letech 20. stoleti.

Interiér Libetiské synagogy mé klasickou bazilikdlni podobu.
Za ptedsini s jednoduchym kijorem (umyvadlem k tradi¢nimu
opléchnuti rukou pfed bohosluzbou) v levé &4sti a se vstupy na dvé
protilehla vietenova schodisté na galerii je vstup do hlavniho pro-
storu synagogy. Ten méd podobu vysokého trojlodi s postrannimi
arkddami galerie, umisténymi vzdy na péti mohutnych hranolech
pilifi. Arkddy jsou v ptizemi i v patie pilkruhové kiiZové zakle-
nuty a stejny charakter mé i étyfdilnd klenba hlavni lodi. Pilife
i pilastry mezi okny maji v pfizemi i v patie hlavice se $tukovou
fimsou a polem plastického rostlinného dekoru. Na zdpadé je tieti
strana galerie dodate¢né rozsifena v niZsi trovni. Stény a pilife byly
pojedndny malovanou imitaci mramoru, ¢dst Stukovych dekord
mé pestrou polychromii v pfevlddajici modré a zelené barvé.

Vnitini prostor kopiruje uspotddani kiestanskych kostelts s lavi-
cemi v faddch, orientovanych k vychodni strang, kde je umisténa
i vyvy$end mramorova bima se stopami po misté, kde stdl Sulchan
(pultik pro &teni z Téry), a na okraji ozdobné zibradli. Aron (svato-
stanek pro umisténi Téry) je dfevény, tenké sloupky po stranich
skiiné nesou pulkruhové zakonéeny néstavec se zlacenym hebrej-
skym ndpisem a Davidovou hvézdou ve stfedu. Pod nimi je série
zlacenych reliéfnich symbola ptipominajicich ptvodni Salamouniiv
chrim v Jeruzalémé. Na vrcholu byla umisténa zlacena fezba
Davidovy koruny. Na 4ronu jsou zachoviny zbytky piivodniho
elektrického slavnostniho osvétleni.

Béhem druhé svétové vilky byli libensti Zidé postupné depor-
tovdni do koncentra¢nich tibort. Roku 1941 byla stejné jako
ostatni synagogy na tizemi Ceské republiky uzaviena i liberiska
synagoga a pfeménéna na sklady konfiskovaného majetku Zidovské
obce. Po vilce se zdecimovand Zidovsk4 obec v Libni neobnovila.
Kritce na to posilil antisemitismus pod jinou ideologickou nélep-
kou, a tak synagoga déle chitrala. Byla nadéle vyuZivdna jako
skladovaci prostor, nejprve jako skladi§té ovoce, pozdéji zde mélo
sklad kulis nedaleké divadlo S. K. Neumanna (nyni Divadlo pod
Palmovkou). Na konci padesitych let 20. stoleti zde jako kulisik
ptsobil Bohumil Hrabal, ktery v té dobé bydlel v nedalekém domé
Na Hrizi ¢ 24. V 80. letech bylo v souvislosti s vystavbou sta-
nice trasy metra B Palmovka zbofeno v bezprostfedni blizkosti
synagogy nékolik blokd. Tim také definitivné zmizel se synago-
gou tésné sousedici puvodni rabinit, keery byl spravni budovou
synagogy i celého Zidovského mésta. Samotna synagoga byla na
posledni chvili vyjmuta z demoli¢niho planu.

Po roce 1989 byla synagoga navricena PraZské Zidovské obci
a od roku 1995 zacalo budovu, znimou od té doby jako Synagoga
na Palmovece & Libeniskd synagoga, pravidelné vyuzivat ke kultur-
nim Géeliim SdruZeni Serpens. Jeho hlavnim cilem je pofddani
vytvarnych, divadelnich a hudebnich akei a vzdjemné propojovini
jednotlivych uméleckych obor.



Liben Synagogue

’1—};: Jewish quarter in Libeii was the second most significant
Jewish settlement spanning over today’s Prague City area, it was
second only to the Old Town Josefov. It stretched between today’s
streets Voctifova, Kozeluzskd, Vojenova and the now defunct
streets Jirchafskd and Kozni. It is no longer possible to define when
the Jews started to settle here, but it is probable that it happened
in the first half of the sixteenth century as a consequence of the
Jews being expelled from king’s towns in 1541 and 1557. The old
synagogue from 1592, which stood at the very center of the Jewish
settlement in KoZeluZskd Street, was rebuilt in 1770 after being
used for two centuries. Frequent floods, which always used to
hit Liben, caused the synagogue to become unfit for use because
it stood in an area that was hit the hardest and authorities were
considering its demolition especially due to the effects of a severe
flood in 1845. The founding stone of the new building was laid
on November 23" 1846 in a ceremony attended by the archduke
Stépan and the new synagogue was festively consecrated twelve
years later.

Triple aisle building with a rectangular ground plan proves the
time of its establishment, the period of early Roman historicism.
The popular Neo Romanesque architectural style with Moor
elements was selected for the building, The monolith of the two
storey building is capped over the rectangular ground plan by
a saddle roof. The original facade had distinct decorative stucco
with a core design lining the crown ledge as well as both gables.
The western face has a three sectional high entrance with three
sheet metal covered portals and placed above this is a large
rounded top window, which used to have richly decorated stucco
lining with the traditional ten commandment design and the Star
of David at the top. A simple east side facade has a preserved
round window that contains a six pointed stucco star filled with
colored stained glass. The facade was simplified in the 1930's.




The interior of the Libefi synagogue has a traditional basilica
resemblance. The entrance to the synagogue’s main area hides
behind a foyer, which contains a simple sink on the left side for
traditional washing of hands before worship and also two solid
newel staircases entering the upper balcony that stand opposite
each other. The main area is then arranged in a high three aisle
style with side upper balcony arcades always placed atop 5 huge
pillars. The arcades are semicircular cross arched on the ground
floor as well as the second floor and the four sectional dome of
the main aisle has the same character. The third upper balcony
side at the west is sufficiently expanded in the lower level. Walls
and pillars were decorated with a painted marble imitation, part
of the stucco décors has a festive polychrome color where blue
and green prevail.

The interior space copies the arrangement of Christian
churches with rows of pews are situated to the eastern side where
we also see the elevated Bimah showing traces of the place for
a Shulchan (table for reading from the Torah), and at the edge we
have a decorated railing. Aaron (tabernacle for the placement of
the Torah) is wooden, thin columns along the sides of the chest
bear a semicircular extension with gold Hebrew sign and the Star
of David at the center. Underneath these is a series of embossed
symbols reminding the original temple of Salomon in Jerusalem.
A gold plated carved Crown of David is placed at the top. Some
remains of the original electrical festive lighting are preserved
atop the Aaron.



During the Second World War the Jews in Liben were gradually
deported to concentration camps. In 1941 the Libenr Synagogue
was shut down and converted to a warehouse storing confiscated
Jewish property just as all other synagogues in the Czech Republic.
After the war the decimated Jewish community was never revived
in Liben. Shortly thereafter anti-Semitism strengthened again,
this time under a different ideological label and this caused the
synagogue to further dilapidate. It kept being used as a warehouse.
Initially as a produce warehouse, later the nearby S. K. Neumann
Theater (today’s Pod Palmovkou Theater) stored their props here.
At the end of the 1950's Bohumil Hrabal worked here as a props
technician. At that time he lived in the nearby house Na Hrazi no. 24.
Several blocks were taken down in the immediate vicinity of the
synagogue in the 1980’s relative to the construction of the B line
metro stop Palmovka. This has also put a definite end to the original
rabbinate, which was the administrative building for the synagogue
as well as the entire Jewish town. The synagogue itself was removed
from the demolition plans just at the last minute.

Following 1989 the synagogue was returned to the Jewish
Community in Prague and since 1995 the building, to that
day known under the name Synagogue in Palmovka or Libefi
Synagogue, started to be regularly used for social events organized
by the Serpens Association. Its main objective is the organization
of artistic, theatrical and musical events and the mutual connecting

of individual fields of art.
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