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Rmnik Operaci Anthropoid byl slavnostné odhalen ve stfedu
27. kvétna 2009 v 10 hodin a 35 minut, na minutu ptesné po 67
letech od uskute¢néni atentitu na zastupujiciho Fisského protektora
Reinharda Heydricha. Pomnik byl navrZen jako monumentalni
symbol odhodlanosti, state¢nosti a védomi o nebezpecnosti ¢inu,
ktery paradutisté v roce 1942 provedli.

Tteti muz Tteti fide, $éf Hlavniho tfadu Fisské bezpeénosti
Reinhard Heydrich a hlavni architekt holocaustu, keery 28. z4i1
1941 nahradil jako zastupujici #$sky protektor Konstantina von
Neuratha, se v Protektoratu Cechy aMorava uvedl vinou nebyvalého
teroru. Na tuto skute¢nost reagovali predstavitelé ceskoslovenského
exilu v Londyné a na samém sklonku roku 1941 vyslali do protek-
tordtu desant ANTHROPOID, ktery mél jediny cil: Heydrichova
likvidaci.

27. kvéten 1942 se do déjin evropského protinacistického
odboje zapsal jako jeden z vibec nejvyznamnéjsich dnitl. Na pe¢-
livé vybraném misté, v prudké zaticce tehdejsi Kirchmayerovy tiidy
(nyni Zenklova) v tehdej$im prazském piedmésti Libni cekali na
zastupujiciho i§ského protektora Josef Gabeik a Jan Kubis s timys-
lem jej zabit. Heydrichtv viiz se v zata¢ce objevil piesné ve chvili,
kdy jej mijely daldi dvé tramvajové soupravy. Gab¢ik odhodil sviyj
plast a zamifil na ter¢, sedici na sedadle spolujezdce, stiskl spoust,

jeho zbran viak selhala. Heydrich se rozhodl tto¢nika osobné
zatknout a naiidil okamzité zastavit. Toho vyuzil Kubis, sihl do




aktovky a vrhl bombu. Vybuch zdemoloval pravou zadni sténu
vozu, roztrhl pneumatiku a vyvratil dvefe. Casti karoserie, které
prorazily sedadlo spolujezdce, vnikly spolu s ¢alounénim hluboko
do Heydrichovych zad. K mistu atentitu se okamzité zacali sbihat
lidé a oba parasutisté byli nuceni co nejrychleji uniknout. Heydrich
byl dopraven nikladnim automobilem do blizké méstské nemocnice.
Atentétnici byli dopadeni po zradé rtm. Karla Curdy, &ena desantu
OUT DISTANCE, v rannich hodindch 18. ¢ervna v ceském pravo-
slavném chrdmu sv. Cyrila a Metodéje v Resslové ulici v Praze 2.
Podoba pomniku vzesla z oteviené soutéZe vytvarnika a archi-
teked, vyhlaSené Utadem Méstské &sti Praha 8, jejimz vitézem
se stal spoleény navrh sochait Davida Mojestika a Michala Sme-
rala a architektt Miroslavy Téimové a Jitiho Gulbise. Zakladni
myslenkou pomniku je symbol ve formé trojihelnikového tvaru
klinu ¢eské, respektive ¢eskoslovenské vlajky. Postavy stoji na jeho
hrané ve vy$ce deviti metrti v téméf sebevrazedném postoji, coz
odpovid4 vykonanému ¢inu. Dvé z postav predstavuji eskosloven-
ské vojdky a tieti pak zdstupce civilniho obyvatelstva, které v odboji
hrélo svoji nezastupitelnou roli. Postoj tvaru ,Vitruviova“ kiiZe je
inspirovan figurou v kruhu ze slavné Leonardovy kresby ¢lovéka.
Tato ,anatomickd” pozice ¢clovéka je nardzkou na samotny nizev
skupiny parautista a celé akce — Anthropoid — ¢ili élovék. Postavy
jsou podény realisticky, ale bez portrétnich rysii konkrétnich lidi.
Vychézeji z odosobnéni vojikit a kompozici i opakovinim odka-
zuji na sériovost ¢lovéka jako produktu uréeného k boji. Figury

jsou nardzkou na zapomindni na skute¢né hrdinstvi, pii kterém
jen opravdu odvdZni vystoupi z davu a asem se stivaji onim
»nezndmym vojinem” historie.

Sloup trojthelnikového prifezu vychizi z tvaru klinu stitni
vlajky, kterou lze spatfit i v prostordch mezi figurami. Ostré hrany




symbolizuji ostfi mece, nebezpecnost a rozriZeni tyranie zpu-
sobujici poniZeni a utrpeni. Z toho divodu je pouZito surového
plechu na stény hranolu, ktery ma navodit dojem drsnosti a exprese.
Jeho korodujici charakter odkazuje na destruovanou a zni¢enou
Ceskoslovenskou stétnost. Pilif je bazalnim geometrickym télesem
tvoticim zakladnu pro tfi postavy, které se z jeho hran chystaji vrh-
nout do propasti.

V zemi pred Pomnikem je zabudovina bronzova deska s népi-
sem: ,Na tomto misté uskute¢nili dne 27. kvétna 1942 v 10.35
hodin hrdinni ¢eskoslovensti parasutisté Jan Kubis a Josef Gab¢ik
jeden z nejvyznamnéjsich odbojovych ¢int druhé svétové valky
— atentédt na zastupujictho i§ského protektora Reinharda Heydri-
cha. Sviyj tikol by nikdy nemohli splnit bez pomoci stovek ceskych
vlastenct, ktefi za svou state¢nost zaplatili vlastnimi Zivoty.”

Investorem vystavby Pomniku Operaci Anthropoid byla Mést-
ska ¢ast Praha 8, celkové ndklady na jeho zbudovani dosdhly vyse
5 miliond korun.

Dopravni spojeni: Autobusem do zastdvky Vychovatelna (linky ¢. 102 a 186),
tramvaji do stanice Vychovatelna (linky & 10, 24 a 25), autem ke kiiZovatce
ulic Zenklova — V' Holesovickdch, Prabha 8 — Libeis. Parkovani mozné v ulicich
Kubisova, Gabcikova, Valcikova vzddlenych cca 300 metrd.

Operation Anthropoid
Memorial

The Operation Anthropoid Memorial had its festive opening
on Wednesday May 27, 2009 at 10:35, which was, to the minute,
exactly 67 years since the execution of the assassination on the
Deputy Reich Protector of Bohemia and Moravia Reinhard
Heydrich. The Memorial was designed as a monumental symbol
of resolve, bravery and cognizance of the danger of actions taken
by the paratroopers in 1942.

Reinhard Heydrich, the third man of the Third Reich, chief
of the Reich Main Security Office and the main architect of the
holocaust, who on September 28, 1941 replaced Konstantin
von Neurath, has introduced himself in the Protectorate of
Bohemia and Moravia through an unusual wave of terror. The
exiled representatives of Czechoslovak government in London
have reacted to this fact and at the very end of 1941 they sent
out a paratrooper task force ANTHROPOID, which had a sole
objective: to eliminate Heydrich.

May 27, 1942 went down in the European history of the anti-
Nazi resistance as one of the most prominent days. Josef Gab¢ik
and Jan Kubi§ were awaiting the arrival of the acting Reich
Protector at a carefully picked out location, in a sharp turn of the,
at the time, Kirchmayerova Ttida (Avenue), nowadays Zenklova,



in the back then suburb of Libefi with an intent to assassinate

him. Heydrich's car has entered the turn precisely at a time that two
tram trains were passing by. Gab¢ik threw down his trench coat
and aimed at the target sitting on the front passenger seat, pulled
the trigger, and his weapon unfortunately misfired. Heydrich has
decided to personally take the attacker into custody and ordered
the car to stop immediately. Kubi§ now took advantage of this,
reached into his briefcase and threw a bomb. The explosion
demolished the right back wall of the car, ripped apart a tire and
broke out a door. Parts of the car’s body, which smashed through
the front passenger seat, penetrated deep into Heydrich's back
along with parts of the upholstery. People immediately started
to gather on location of the assassination and both paratroopers
were forced to flee as fast as they could. Heydrich was transported
on the back of a truck to a nearby city hospital. The assassins
were not captured until following the treason by Sergeant Karel
Curda, a member of the task force OUT DISTANCE, in the
early morning hours on June 18 at the Church of Saints Cyril
and Methodius in Resslova Street in Prague 2.

‘The Memorial’s design was decided based on a competition
opened to artists and architects, announced by the City Hall of
the Municipal District of Prague 8, winner of which was the
joint design by sculptors David Mojes¢ik and Michal Smeral and
architects Miroslava Timov4 and Ji#{ Gulbis. Basic concept of
the monument is the symbol in the form of a triangular wedge
of the Czech, or better yet Czechoslovak flag. The silhouettes
stand on its edge in the height of nine meters in almost suicidal
stands, which corresponds to the carried out act. Two of the
silhouettes represent Czechoslovak soldiers and the third is
a representative of the civilians, who've played their integral role
in the resistance. The position in the shape of “Vitruvius” cross
is inspired by the figure found on the famous painting of a man
by Leonardo. This “anatomical” position of a man is an innuendo
on the name of the entire mission itself — Anthropoid — i.e. man.
The silhouettes are depicted as realistic, but without portrait
features of specific people. They are intended to depersonalize
the soldiers and composition and through repetition they point



out the production line approach to humans as a battle product.
The silhouettes are an innuendo of forgetting real bravery in which
only the truly bold step out of the crowd and in time they become
the “unknown private” of history.

The triangular cross section column is based in the shape
of the wedge found on the national flag, which we can notice
among the silhouettes. Sharp edges symbolize a sword blade,
recklessness and battering of tyranny that inflicts humiliation
and suffering. This is the reason that coarse sheet metal was used
on the walls of the cylinder, which is to evoke an impression of
harshness and expression. Its corroding character refers to the
destroyed and blemished Czechoslovak statehood. The pillar is
a basal geometric body forming a pedestal for three silhouettes,
which are ready to plummet into an abyss from its sides. A bronze
slab is set into the ground in front of the Memorial bearing the
sign: (translated) Here on this spot on May 27, 1942 at 10:35,
the heroic Czechoslovak paratroopers Jan Kubi§ and Josef Gabeik
carried out one of the most significant resistant acts of the Second
World War — assassination of the acting Reich Protector Reinhard
Heydrich. They could never complete their mission without help
from hundred Czech patriots, who paid for their bravery by their
own lives.”

The investor of the Operation Anthropoid Memorial was the
Prague 8 Municipal District and the total costs for its construction
have reached a level of 5 million Czech Crowns.

Transportation: Bus to the stop Vychovatelna (lines no. 102 and 186), Tram into
the stop Vychovatelna (lines no. 10, 24 and 25), By car to the intersection of the
streets Zenklova — V' Holesovickdch, Prague 8 — Libesi. Parking is available along
the streets Kubisova, Gabéikova, Valéikova that are about 300 meters distant.
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