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Chrdm sv. Cyrila
a Metodéje

M ohutn4 trojlodni novoromansk4 bazilika, stavéna z tesaného
kamene podle vzort starych romanskych kosteld, nélezi svou roz-

vevs

profesor stavitelstvi ve Vidni, architekt Karl Résner (1804-1869),
mnohé podrobnosti v nich ale zménil praZsky architekt Vojtéch
Ignic Ullmann (1822-1897), pod jehoZ vedenim stavbu provadéli
stavitel Jan Bélsky a kamenicky mistr Karel Svoboda. Samotnd
stavba chrdmu probihala v letech 1854-1863.

Délka celého kostela je 75m a sitka 31 m, vyska hlavni lodi je
27,5m, délka 71 m a $itka 13,4 m. Obé& vysoké véze dosahuji vyse
pies 78 m a na jihu jsou situovdny tii polokruhové apsidy. Ve své
dobé byl kostel nejvétsi stavbou v Praze a jejich pfedméstich.

V roce 1849, kdy pocet zdejsich obyvatel ¢inil jiz 12 tisic,
nemél Karlin svoji duchovni spravu, protoZe do roku 1851 spadal
pod olanskou farnost. Karlinsti stile touZili po vlastnim, diistoj-
ném chrdmu a o to, Ze se ho v nejblizsich letech dockali, se nejvice
zaslouzila Jednota katolickd v Praze, zvla§té hrabé Otakar Cernin
a svatovitsky kanovnik Jan Valeridn Jirsik.

Po tiednim schvileni stavby zacaly sbirky po celé zemi. Piispéli
do nich mimo jiné cisat Ferdinand Dobrotivy a jeho chot Marie
Anna, ovdovéla cisafovna Karolina Augusta (manZelka Frantiska
L), podle niZ je pojmenovin Karlin — Karolinenthal. Po sehnani
penéz zakoupila karlinskd obec v cené 25 tisic zlatych stavenisté
a okolni pozemky, které byly 9. bfezna 1854 (tehdejsi den sv. Cyrila
a Metodgje) arcibiskupem Bedfichem ze Schwarzenbergu vysvéceny.

Zakladni kimen ke stavbé byl poloZen dne 10. ¢ervna 1854 za
Ucasti cisafe FrantiSka Josefa I. a jeho choti cisafovny Alzbéty. Za
devétlet byl chram dostavén a 18. Fijna 1863, pfi piileZitosti milénia
ptichodu slovanskych vérozvéstii na Moravu, slavnostné vysvécen.




Chridm posvétil kardindl a arcibiskup
prazsky Bedfich ze Schwarzenbergu
za piitomnosti budéjovického biskupa
Jana V. Jirsika, jenZ vysvétil bo¢ni oltdt
svatého Viclava, a prazského svéticiho
biskupa Petra F. Krej¢tho, jemuz pii-
padl druhy boéni oltaf Panny Marie.

Severni priéeli vynikd bohatou
ornamentikou. Pod rtiZicovym kiir-
nim oknem je v arkatufe umisténo

jedendct soch, Kristus a deset ¢eskych

patronii od Cefika Vodnika z roku 1913, Nad hlavnimi vraty upro-

stied je postava JeziSe Krista a jemu po obou strandch kledi slovansti

apostolové Cyril a Metod¢j. Hlavni prostiedni bronzova vrata jsou

dvouk#idl4, pokrytd médénymi deskami. Ze Zeleza ulity paskovy

a listovy ornament slouzi jako vroubeni a ke spojeni figurdlnich

reliéfit. Nejvyse, v tzv. mandorle, jsou umistény celé postavy sv.

Cyrila a Metodéje. Pod nimi jsou ¢tyfi velké medailony s vyjevy

z Ceskych legend, které si vzdjemné horizontdlné koresponduji:

— sv. Cyril hlasajici Slovaniim kiestanskou viru a sv. Metodéj udé-
lujici kfest ¢eskému kniZeti Botivojovi

— sv. Viclav Zehnajici stavbé chramu (kletici stavitel na vyjevu je
podobizna arch. Ullmanna) a na druhé strané jeho mucednick4 smrt

— sv. Ludmila vyucujici mladého Viclava a jeji mucednickd smrt
— sv. Vojtéch prosici o dést a naproti vitany pfi ndvratu z Rima.

V dolnim reliéfu jsou mezi piitomnymi zobrazeni dobrodinci
chramu, tovirnik C. Danék a starosta Josef Gotzl.

V levé vézi visi dva zvony, nejvétsi ocelovy zvon sv. Rocha,
darovany z Némecka r. 1892, o priméru 123cm a zvon o pri-
méru 108,5 cm ulity Mikol4Sem Léwem. V pravé véZi je umiracek
o priméru 46,5cm ulity Karlem Bellmannem roku 1851. Vézni
hodiny byly zhotoveny r. 1868 nékladem tovirnika Daiika hodi-
nifem Janem Holubem.

Vnitfek chrimu rozdéluje deset ozdobnych piliit na tfi lodi,
z nichZ nejvys§i hlavni lod' je osvétlena &trnicti polokruhovymi
okny, opatfenymi romanskou kruzbou. Podlaha je dldZdéna havel-
skou Zulou a byla pofizena sbirkou, u¢inénou hrabétem Janem
Harrachem. Jeho nikladem byly zhotoveny téZ ¢tyfi dobové zpo-
védnice s bohatou romanskou architekturou, umisténé po dvou
v boénich lodich.

Malitska a sochaiskd vyzdoba chrému byla providéna aZ do
konce 19. stoleti a podileli se na ni piedni vytvarni umélci, spojujici
nékolik generaci. Mnoho zadanych praci vSak nebylo provedeno
viibec a téZ nebyla dodrZena programova napln vyzdoby chrimu,
schvdlend kardindlem B. Schwarzenbergem. Pesto je kostel sv. Cyrila
a Metodéje znamenity vytvor moderni sakrdlni stavby znamenajici
u nés poctek nové éry vytvarného uméni a je vyznamnym dokla-
dem raného historismu v ¢eské architekeute. Prdvem byl proto
zafazen mezi pamdtkové chrénéné objekty.



Ss. Cyril and Methodius
Cathedral

‘Mh its size this huge three vault neo Romanesque basilica,
built from carved stone according to the design of old Roman
churches, ranks among the top most church buildings in Bohemia.
Its plans were drafted by a professor of architecture in Vienna,
the architect Karl Résner (1804—1869). However, many details
were altered by the Prague architect Vojtéch Ignic Ullmann
(1822-1897) and afterwards the builder Jan Bélsky and the
stonemason master Karel Svoboda performed the construction
under his supervision. The construction of the Cathedral took
place in 1854-1863.

The cathedral is 75 m long and 31 m wide, height of the main
vault is 27.5m, length is 71m and the width is 13.4m. Both tall
spires reach a height above 78 m and at the southern end there
are three semicircular apses. In its time the church was the largest
building in Prague and the suburbs.

In 1849, when the number of local residents was more than
12 thousand, Karlin did not have its religious administration,
because it was part of the OlSany parish until 1851. The people of
Karlin desired to have their own, dignified cathedral and the fact
that their desires were answered in the upcoming years was the
work of the Prague Catholic Union, especially the count Otakar
Cernin and St. Vitus Canon Jan Valerin Jirsik.

Collections all across the land started after the building was
officially approved. These collections have has seen contributions
from such people as the Emperor Ferdinand I of Austria and
his wife Maria Anna of Sardinia, and the widowed empress
Caroline Augusta of Bavaria (Karoline Auguste von Bayern, wife
of Francis I of Austria), after whom the district Karlin was named

— Karolinenthal. After the money was obtained the Karlin parish




has purchased the site and surrounding lots for 25 thousand gold
coins. The premises were then consecrated on March 9, 1954
(the Saints Cyril and Methodius Day back then) by Archbishop
Friedrich Johannes Jacob Celestin von Schwarzenberg. The
cathedral’s construction was completed in nine years and on
October 18%, 1863, on the occasion of the millennia anniversary
of the Slavic missionaries arrival to Moravia, the cathedral received
a ceremonial consecration. The cathedral was consecrated by the
Cardinal and Archbishop of Prague Friedrich Johannes Jacob
Celestin von Schwarzenberg with the assistance from Bishop
Jan V. Jirsik from Ceské Bud&jovice, who consecrated the side
St. Wenceslaus altar, and from Prague consecration Bishop Petr
F. Krejéi, who was assigned the side altar of Saint Mary.

The northern facade boasts rich ornamentation. Eleven
statues are placed in the arcature under the rose shaped window,
a statue of Christ and ten Bohemian patrons by Cenék Vodnik
from 1913. A figure of Jesus Christ is at the center above the
main doors and kneeling under him on both sides are the apostles
Cyril and Methodius. The main bronze center doorway is double
winged, covered by copper plates. The iron cast strip and leaf
ornaments serve as ribbing and help to connect the figural raised
pattern. At the highest point, in a so called Mandotla we have
the figures of St. Cyril and Methodius. Under them there are
four large medallions with scenes from Czech legends, which
horizontally correspond:

— St. Cyril preaching the Christian faith to Slavs and St. Methodius

christening Borivoj I, Duke of Bohemia

— St. Wenceslaus blessing the construction of the Cathedral
(kneeling builder in the scene is the figure of arch. Ullmann)
and on the other side is his martyrdom

— St. Ludmila teaching the young Weneslaus and his martyrdom

death

— St. Adalbert pleading for rain and across is the welcome on his
return from Rome

'The bottom relief among the present depicts the Cathedral’s
benefactors, the factory owner C. Danék and mayor Josef Gotzl.

Two bells hang in the tower on the left, larger steel bell St.
Roch donated from Germany in 1892 with a diameter of 123 cm
and a smaller bell with a diameter of 108.5 cm casted by Nicholas
Lowe. The right tower contains a passing bell with a diameter of
46.5cm casted by Karl Bellmann in 1851. The tower clock was
made in 1868 at the expense of the factory owner Danék and
clockmaker Jan Holub.

The Cathedral’s interior is divided into three vaults by
ten decorative columns, where the highest vault is illuminated
by fourteen semicircular windows, fitted with a Romanesque
tracery. The floor is paved with granite and it was acquired
through a collection performed by the Duke Jan Harrach. Four

contemporary confessionals with rich Romanesque architecture



were also constructed at his expense and these are placed in the
side vaults by twos.

Mural and sculpture decorations of the Cathedral were being
performed until the end of the 19% century and were crafted by
top artists spanning several generations. However, much of the
assigned work was never performed at all and the schedule for
Cathedral decorating approved by Cardinal Schwarzenberg was
not adhered to either. Despite this the Ss. Cyril and Methodius
Cathedral is a remarkable creation of modern sacral construction

marking the start of a new era of arts and it is also a significant proof
of the early historicism in Czech Architecture. It was therefore
rightfully classified as a monumental landmark building.
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