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Kostel Steti
sv. fana Krtitele



Kostel Stéti svatého
Jana Kititele

Nvelké stavba ze 12. stolet], lezi na ndvr§i mezi vzrostlymi
stromy v udoli, v némz se rozklddd pavodni jidro vesnice Dolni
Chabry. Kostel obklopuje kamennd zed' se starobylou zvonici a pfi
pohledu zdalky nejde ptehlédnout vy¢nivajici vézicku s kifzem.
Opakované stavebni aktivity, prestavby a opakovana vystavba kostela
Stéti svatého Jana Kititele nasvédeuji vyjimecnosti zdejsi lokality
v obdobi stfedovéku. Kostel stdl na dulezité komunikaci spojujici
Prahu s Mélnikem a pokracujici d4l na sever. I proto zde najdete
celkem tii kostelni stavby. Poztstatky dvou star$ich kostelit, odhalené
béhem archeologického vyzkumu v letech 1973-1974, se doposud
bezpené ukryvaji pod dfevénou rozklidaci podlahou soucasného
trettho kostela.

Prvni zde stojici kostelik, nejspi§ hrobni kaple, vyhovuje predstavé
mista ptipraveného k pohibu vyznamné, i kdyZ zcela neznimé
osoby. Diky pouziti klasové techniky zdéni a ukliddni opukovych
kameni kostelntho zdiva pii jeho vystavbé do tvaru obilného klasu,
byla hrobka datovina do pocitku 11. stoleti. To potvrzuji i nejstarsi
hroby prozkoumané vychodné od stavby, doprovizené milodary,
kruhovym $perkem do vlast, nihrdelnikem ze sklenénych perel
a zdu$nicemi. Pohfebni kaple zanikla a na jejim misté byl zbudovin
druhy chabersky kostel zcela jiného stavebniho typu — rotunda.
Svym pramérem 13 metrt se stala druhou nejvétsi v Cechich,
po zndmé rotundé svatého Vita na Prazském hradé. Tkdyz jen v torzu
dochované vybaveni reliéfnimi keramickymi dlazdicemi, zndmymi
vyhradné z kniZecich ¢ kld$ternich staveb, vyznam nové zbudované
rotundy jen potvrzuje. Profilovanych keramickych dlazdic se naslo
na 20 druhg, jsou na nich ndméty s rostlinnymi i zvifecimi motivy.



Zvlastni vyznam maji dlazdice s postavou proroka Daniela v jamé
lvové a dlazdice s poprsim cisate Nerona.

Stavba rotundy spadd do doby pfed polovinou 12. stoleti. Tomu
odpovidd i nejstari zminka o Chabrech, kdy v r. 1092 byla ,obec
Chrabercych” darovina Konrddem Brnénskym klasteru na Ostrové
u Davle, pobliz soutoku Sizavy s Vltavou. I rotunda ¢asem zanikla
a na jejim mist&, z materidlu ziskaného rozbotenim jejich zdi, vznikl
tieti, doposud stojici kostel. Je stejného podélného typu s apsidou
na vychodni strang, jako kostel prvni. Peclivé opracované neomitané
podélné kvaditky z opuky, ze kterych je jeji jadro vystavéno, jsou
typickym stavebnim prvkem doby romdnské. Pod rozklddaci
podlahou kostela se dochovala romanskd piskovcova patka s drap-
ky, soucdst sloupu drzictho ptivodné panskou emporu. Komu byly
zasvéceny prvni dva kostely se nevi, ale tieti kostel byl zasvécen
Stéti svatého Jana Kititele. Doba jeho vystavby je kladena do tieti
Cevrtiny 12. stoletd.

Béhem husitskych valek byl kostel znaéné poskozen, jeho krov
zcela shotel a pti nasledujicich opravich byla pavodni nizkd stfecha
zvysena do dnesni podoby. Jesté dnes je pozdné gotickd piistavba
viditelnd na vychodn{ zdi. Uvnitf, na pudé kostela se dochovala




kamenick4 znacka s dataci A.D.1439. Dalsi opravy a piestavby kostela
nésledovaly po ukoncen tiicetileté vilky. V baroknim slohu pak byla
nové vystavéna kruchta a po roce 1729 piibyl barokni malovany oltat
zasvéceny Panné Marii,

Historiky uméni jsou vysoce cenény roménské fresky, pokryvajici
vnitiek apsidy, objevené pfi opravich kostela v roce 1905. Nejvyse je
umisténvyjevKristavmandorle, nazyvany,maiestas Domini". Kristus,
sedici na romdnském triing, Zehnd pravici, zatimco v druhé ruce drzi
otevienou knihu s ndpisem,J4 jsem prvni i posledni” Mandorlu ne-
sou dva andélé, vpravo stoji orodovnice Panna Maria, vlevo Jan Kititel
a pod nimi umistény pas vypliluji postavy apostolil v Zivotni velikosti.
V nejniz$im pasmu je gotickd malba, ikonografie Panny Marie. S oso-
bou svatého Jana Kftitele souvisi také renesanéni malba odhalen4 nad
vstupem do kostela. Je na ni stfibrnd misa s utatou svétcovou hlavou.
Kdysi mél kostel i svou farnost v Dolnich Chabrech, ta vsak zanika
za tficetileté vilky. Kostel se nasledné stav4 filidlnim kostelem kostela
svatého Viclava na Proseku, jimZ je dodnes. Posledni opravy kostela
Stéti sv. Jana Kititele se uskute¢nily pred 35 lety. Dnes ma kostel
zna¢né naru$enu statiku, nebyl totiZ vystavén na skdle, ale pouze do
sprasového navrii. Krovy kostela jsou napadeny tesatikem, romdnské

a mladsi malby praskaji a blednou.

Church of the Decollation
of St. John the Baptist

Ee smallish structure from the 12th century is located on a hill
between full-grown trees in the valley containing the original core of
the village of Dolni Chabry. The church is surrounded by a stone wall
with an ancient campanile and when viewing the building from afar
it is hard to overlook the small projecting tower with a cross.
Recurring building activity, reconstruction and the repeated
construction of the Church of the Decollation of St. John the Bap-
tist suggests the exceptional quality of the site in the Middle Ages.
The church was built along an important route that connected
Prague and Mélnik and continued northward, which is another
reason that a total of three churches are found here. The remains of
two older churches discovered during archaeological excavations in
1973-74 are still safely covered beneath the removable wooden floor
of the existing third church.

The first small church at the site, most likely a burial chapel, gives
the impression of asite prepared for the burial of an important, though
completely unknown, person. Thanks to the use of the herringbone
masonry technique and the placement of the tufa stones of the
church walls in the shape of a corncob during construction, the tomb
has been dated to the beginning of the 11th century. This date is also
supported by the oldest tombs researched to the east of the church;



finds in these tombs included gifts
such as a necklace of glass pearls,
earrings and a round hairpin.
Over time the burial chapel
fell into ruins and the second
Chabry church, an entirely
different type of structure
— a rotunda — was built on the
site. With a diameter of 13 m
it became the second largest
in Bohemia after the famous
St Vitus rotunda at Prague
\ Castle. Though only partially
";\ persevered,  the  relief
\ ceramic tiles, which are
. known exclusively from
~ royal and monastery
buildings, confirm the
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significance of the
newly constructed
rotunda. Over 20 types of profiled ceramic tiles with
plant and animal motifs were found. Of  particular
significance are tiles with the figure of the Prophet
Daniel in the lion’s den and the bust of Emperor Nero.
'The rotunda was built before the middle of the 12th century.
The oldest mention of Chabry corresponds with this estimate:
in 1092 the “Town of Chrabercych” was given by Konrdd Brnénsky
to the monastery at Ostrov u Davle near the confluence of the Sizava
and Vltava Rivers. In time even the rotunda fell into ruins and the
third church, still existing today, was built in its place using material
obtained from the former walls. The church has the same rectangular
form with an apse on the east side as the first church. Carefully
worked and unplastered rectangular tufa blocks from which the core
of the church is built are a typical construction element from the
Romanesque period. Preserved beneath the removable floor of the
church is a Romanesque sandstone base with claws, part of a column
supporting the original gallery for the aristocracy. While it is not
known to whom the first two churches were consecrated, the third
church was consecrated as the Church of the Decollation of St. John
the Baptist and its construction is dated to the third quarter of the
12th century.

The church suffered serious damage during the Hussite Wars; the
roof frame burned completely and during subsequent repairs the
original low roof was raised to today’s height. A Late Gothic addition
is still visible today on the eastern wall. A masonry mark bearing
the date AD 1439 has been preserved inside the church. Additional
repairs and reconstruction work on the church followed the end of
the Thirty Years' War. The organ loft was built in the Baroque style
and an altar with Baroque painting dedicated to the Virgin Mary was
added in 1729.



Discovered during church repairs in 1905, the Romanesque frescoes
covering the inside of the apse are highly valued by art historians.
The most valuable is a scene depicting Christ within a mandorla
entitled “Maiestas Domini.” Christ is seated on a Romanesque
throne bestowing a blessing with his right hand; he holds an open
book with the inscription “I am the first and the last” in his other
hand. The mandorla is being carried by two angels; the Virgin Mary
stands to the right, John the Baprist to the left and beneath them is
a band with life-sized figures of the apostles. A Renaissance painting
discovered above the entrance to the church is also related to St. John
the Baptist. The painting depicts a silver bowl with the decapitated
head of the saint.

The church once had its own parish in Dolni Chabry, though this
ceased to exist during the Thirty Years' War. The church then became
a branch church of St. Wenceslas Church in Prosek, and remains
so to this day. The latest repairs to the Church of the Decollation of
St. John the Baptist were performed 35 years ago. Today the church
has significantly disrupted statics, a result of the fact that it was not
built on rock but only on a loamy hill. The roof frame of the church
is infested with longhorn beetle and the Romanesque and later

paintings are cracking and turning pale.
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