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Kostel svatého
Petra a Pavla



Kostel svatého Petra a Pavla

Erni kostel svatého Petra a Pavla je zastinén korunami kosatych
lip a zdvih4 se uprostfed byvalé osady bohnické. Svym zaloZenim
se fadi mezi nejstarsi kiestanské svatyné v Cechach. Prvni his-
torickou zprivou o ném je v originile dochovand pergamenové
listina, takzvand autentika, dnes v archivu hlavniho mésta Prahy,
ve které prazsky biskup Daniel potvrzuje, Ze 30. kvétna 1158 vlozil
do oltdfniho kamene ostatky svatych jako dikaz o vykonaném
svéceni. Soucasné pripojuje jména krile Vladislava, kralovny Jitky
a jako zakladatele kostela uvidi vysehradského probosta Gervasia.
Je zajimavé, Ze vysvéceni bohnického kostela se udilo tésné pred
pocatkem povéstného taZeni proti Milinu a je s nim pravdépo-
dobné v piimé souvislosti.

Kostel byl ptivodné jednolodni obdélnou stavbou s piilkruhovou
apsidou na vychodni strané, stavénou z opukovych pravidelné

ptitesanych kvadrii, kladenych do pravidelnych tad, jak bylo tehdy
zvykem. Zasvécen byl kostel piivodné pouze svatému Petrovi.
Zasvéceni kostelt tomuto kniZeti apostolit bylo v prvnich staletich

po ptichodu kiestanstvi v Cechich velmi ¢asté, a vedle chramt
Panny Marie a kosteltl svatého Klimenta, upominajicich na mista
prvotni misie cyrilometodéjské, snad viibec nejéastéjsi. Dedi-
kace svatému Pavlovi byla ptipojena pravdépodobné v prubéhu
14. stoleti. Prvni zprivy o samostatné plebanii (fafe) jsou v popisu
diecéze prazské, sestavené za arcibiskupa Arnosta z Pardubic
v letech 1344-1350.

Tticetiletd vilka dovrsila hmotnou i mravni bidu ¢eské zemé, zpus-
to$ené hordami cizich vojsk — mnoho kostelit bylo vyplenéno bez
duchovni sprivy. Kdyz byl v letech 16531655 providén soupis
veskerého nemovitého majetku, takzvana berni rula, uvadi se také



v Bohnicich ,farni kostel pusty”. V 17. stoleti byl administrovin
od Panny Marie pred Tynem a od Panny Marie SnéZné. Z této
doby je i nejstarsi dochovand bohnickd matri¢ni kniha obsahujici
zajimavé tdaje tykajici se umélct pracujicich na vyzdobé trojského
zamku.

V roce 1736 byla kone¢né obnovena samostatné farni obec boh-
nickd, ke které byl tehdy pfipojen i Piedni Ovenec (Bubenec),
Zadni Ovenec (Troja), Podhof, Podbaba a Lysolaje. Roku 1805
byl kostel z 12. stoleti piestavén ve stylu doznivajiciho baroka
do dnesni podoby, pfi¢emz bylo &iste¢né pouzito pivodni zdivo.
To bylo po obou stranich lodi pfed nékolika lety objeveno pod
omitkou a ponechidno odkryté na ukizku a k obdivu viech ni-
vitévnikid.

Architektonicky vyznam piestavby tkvi zejména v tom, Ze kostel
je vedle bubeneéského kostela svatého Gotharda v obvodu Prahy
jedinou chrdmovou stavbou z pielomu 18. a 19. stoleti. Pozoru-
hodna je ale zejména tprava vnitiniho prostoru kostela, provedend
v poloviné 20. stoleti architektem Frantiskem Kotrbou a jeho
Zenou, akademickou malitkou Vilmou Vrbovou, od niz je v kostele
i moderné pojatd KfiZova cesta, malby na svatostinku a mnohé jiné.
Historické s modernim je v interiéru bohnického kostela vkusné
skloubeno ve zdafily, naprosto harmonicky celek.
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Church of St. Peter and Paul

’1_;1e parish Church of St. Peter and
Paul stands in the shades of the spreading
crowns of the linden trees and towers over
the center of a former Bohnice settlement.
Its establishment places it among the
oldest Christian sanctuaries in Bohemia.
The first historical record of it is on an
original preserved parchment scroll, so
called authentication, which today is kept
in the Prague City archive, in which Daniel
the Bishop of Prague affirms that on May 30
1158 he has placed the remains of the saints
into the altar stone as a proof of the performed
consecration. At the same time he attaches the
names of King Vladislaus IT of Bohemia, Queen Jitka and as
a church founder he states the Provost of Vysehrad Gervasius.
It is of interest that the consecration of the church in Bohnice
occurred just before the famous campaign against Milan and it
is probably directly connected to it.

The church was originally a single-aisle oblong structure with
a semicircular apse at the east side, built from regularly carved
arenite blocks, laid in regular rows as was customary in those
days. The church was originally consecrated only to St. Peter.
Church consecration to this prince of the apostles was quite
frequent in the first centuries following the arrival of Christianity
to Bohemia, and next to the Virgin Mary temples and St. Clement
churches, reminding us of places of the first Cyril and Methodius
mission, it was probably the most frequent one. Consecration in
the name of St. Paul was probably added in the course of the 14*
century. The first reports of an independent parish can be found
in the description of the Prague diocese, put together under the
Archbishop Ernest of Pardubice in 1344-1350.




The Thirty Years’ War has capped the material and moral
poverty of the Bohemian land ravaged by hordes of foreign military
— many churches were eradicated without a spiritual authority.
When the inventory of all real property was taken in 1653-1655,
the so called berni rula (tax assessment), the church in Bohnice was
also mentioned as “parish church
deserted”. In the 17% century it
was administered from Church
of the Virgin Mary Before Tyn and
from the Church of Our Lady of
Snows. This was also the time from
which we have the oldest preserved
Bohnice register containing some
interesting information relative to
artists working on the decorations
of the Troja Castle.

It was not until 1736 that the
independent Bohnice parish comm-
unity was reestablished, which at
the time also had Ptedni Ovenec




(Bubene¢), Zadni Ovenec (Troja), Podhot,
Podbaba and Lysolaje annexed to it. In
1805 the 12 century church was
rebuilt in the fading baroque style
into its contemporary appearance,

while the original masonry was
used in the renovation. This was
discovered along both sides of the
aisle several years ago under the
stucco and left unveiled on display
and to be admired by visitors.

The architectonic significance of
the renovation lies especially in the
fact that this church, besides the
St. Gotthard Church in Bubenes, is
the only temple building from
the break of the 18" and 19 century. Especially noteworthy
is also the interior church design performed in the middle of
the 20% century by the architect Frantisek Kotrba and his wife,
academic painter Vilma Vrbova. She is the author of the modern
concept for the artwork Crusade, paintings on the tabernacle
and many others. The historic and modern elements are stylishly
combined inside the Bohnice church and they successfully form

a harmonious whole.
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